St. Peter’s Episcopal Church

22 N. Union St., Smyrna, Delaware

A Faith Community Offering Hospitality, Hope and Healing
A Church Worth Finding

Bulletin for Sunday, July 5, 2026
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
Rite II- Prayer A-9:00 am
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Thank you for joining us for Worship!

Liturgy and Music through rite planning License SB157752, expires 4/30/2027
Podcasting and Music through One License A-736373, expires 8/26/2026
Images through Church Online Subscription, Account # 74074931

Church Office (302) 653-9691 — Hours: Mon &Fri Closed, Tues - Thurs - 9:00AM — 1:00PM
Email: Office: stpeters.smyrna@yverizon.net Rector: smyrnarector@gmail.com

www.stpeters-smyrna.church



Sunday, July 5, 2026

WORSHIP SERVERS:
Celebrant: Rev. Lorna Williams, Supply Clergy
Musician: Ms. Bonnie W. Forgacs, Music Minister

Lay Server 9:00AM
Reader Shirley Biddle
Chalicer Stan Mclntyre
Ushers Paul & Paula Buckley

A special thank you to Rev. Lorna Williams for being our celebrant today.

PRAYERS FOR THIS WEEK
Anglican Cycle of Prayer: The Anglican Church of South America
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: St. Paul’s Church, Georgetown
Parish Cycle of Prayer: Sandy Margist, Marylouise McNaughton, Jennifer, Madelyn &
Jacob Margavage
Birthdays: Yvonne Belle and Lee Clampffer
Anniversaries: Bill & Linda Slicher and Tom & Christine Schultz

Aumbry Candle
To the Glory of God and in Memory of Dave, Dave Jr & Norma Hyer,

and John and Peg Jacobs.
By: Dave & Evy Jacobs

Altar Flowers

Given to the Glory of God and in Honor of Our 56" Wedding Anniversary.
By: Bill & Linda Slicher

Search Committee Members:

Dawn Adams, Vestry Liaison

Terri Anderson, Allison Embert, Allison Gallo, Catherine Huidekoper, Tom Schultz and
Linda Slicher, Parish Members.

Vestry

2026 Officers Members:

Shirley Biddle, Sr. Warden 2023-2026 2024-2027 2025-2028
Wayne Burris, Jr. Warden Harold Warnett  Patty Murray Larry Decker
Temple Carter, Treasurer Dawn Adams Shirley Biddle Ray DePhillis

Lisa Embert, Secretary Wayne Burris ~ Michael Richards Dawn Arnold
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THE HOLY EUCHARIST: Rite Two

CONGREGATIONAL PRELUDE: O beautiful for spacious skies (H 719)
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and crown  thy good with bro-ther-hood from sea to shin-ing sea.
con - firm thy soul in self-con - trol, thy lib - er - ty in law.
and crown  thy good with bro-ther-hood from sea to shin-ing sea.
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Words: Katherine Lee Bates (1859-1929), alt Music: Materna, Samuel Augustus Ward (1848-1903).



PROCESSIONAL HYMN: Awake, my soul, and with the sun (Morning Hymn) (H 11)

Sing verses 1, 2 and 3
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Words: Thomas Ken (1637-1711), alt. Music: Morning Hymn, melody Francois Hippolyte Barthélémon(1741-

1808); harm. The Church Hymnal for the Church Year, 1917.



THE WORD OF GOD

OPENING ACCLAMATION
The people standing, the Celebrant says

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are

hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

O God, you have taught us to keep all your commandments by loving you and our neighbor:
Grant us the grace of your Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to you with our whole heart,
and united to one another with pure affection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE LESSONS

FIRST READING: Zechariah 9:9-12
The people sit.

A Reading from the book of the prophet Zechariah.

‘Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! Lo, your king
comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt,
the foal of a donkey. °He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war-horse from
Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall command peace to the nations;
his dominion shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth. ''As for
you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set your prisoners free from
the waterless pit. '*Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I
will restore to you double.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 145:8-15

Remain seated.

8The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, * slow to anger and of great kindness.
°The LORD is loving to everyone * and his compassion is over all his works.

19A1l your works praise you, O LORD, * and your faithful servants bless you.

"They make known the glory of your kingdom * and speak of your power;

12That the peoples may know of your power *
and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.

B3Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; *
your dominion endures throughout all ages.

“The LORD is faithful in all his words * and merciful in all his deeds.
5The LORD upholds all those who fall; * he lifts up those who are bowed down.

SECOND READING: Romans 7:15-25a
The people sit.

A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Rome.

15T do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing
I hate. '*Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. '"But in fact it is no
longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. '®For I know that nothing good dwells
within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. For I do not do
the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. 2’Now if I do what I do not want,
it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. 2!So I find it to be a law that when
I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. **For I delight in the law of God in my
inmost self, 2*but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, making
me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 2*Wretched man that I am! Who
will rescue me from this body of death? 2>*Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.




SEQUENCE HYMN: Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy (Slane) (H 482)
Sing verses 1 and 3
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be there at our wak -ing, and give us, we pray,
be there at our lab - ors, and give us, we pray,
be there at our hom-ing, and give us, we pray,
be there at our sleep-ing, and give us, we pray,
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your bliss in  our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.
your strength in  our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.
your love in  our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.
your peace in  our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.

Words: Jan Struther (1901-1953). Music: Slane, Irish ballad melody; adapt. The Church Hymnary, 1927.

GOSPEL: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

All stand.

Priest

People

[Jesus said,] '*“To what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the
marketplaces and calling to one another, '"“We played the flute for you, and you did not
dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.”'"®For John came neither eating nor drinking, and
they say, ‘He has a demon’; "the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say,
‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is
vindicated by her deeds.” At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven
and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have

6

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.




revealed them to infants; 2®yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 2’All things have
been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and
no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal
him. 2**Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give
you rest. 2Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart,
and you will find rest for your souls. *°For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

Priest The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.
THE SERMON

THE NICENE CREED
All stand.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not
made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy
Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will
have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He
has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.



THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

All remain standing.

Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.

The People may add their own petitions.

CONFESSION OF SIN
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Minister and People

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.



THE HOLY COMMUNION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

OFFERTORY SENTENCE

ORGAN ANTHEM: 4 Blessing, Gerald Peterson

OFFERTORY PRESENTATION HYMN FROM ALL THAT DWELL BELOW
THE SKIES (OLD 100TH) VERSE 3

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It 1s right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

For you are the source of light and life; you made us in your image, and called us to new
life in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us,
to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.



On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son,
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and
at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.
AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Gifts of God for the People of God.
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COMMUNION HYMN: Father, we thank thee who hast planted (Rendez a Dieu) (H 302)
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Words: Greek, ca. 110; tr. F. Bland Tucker (1895-1984), rev. Music: Rendez a Dieu, melody and harm. att. Louis Bourgeois (1510?-15617?).
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.

Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his
Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to
love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING

RECESSIONAL HYMN: Jesus shall reign where'er the sun (Duke Street) (H 544)
Sing verses 1,2 and 3
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Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748), alt. Music: Duke Street, John Hatton (d. 1793).
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DISMISSAL

Celebrant
People

Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

CONGREGATIONAL POSTLUDE: O say can you see (H 720)
Sing verse 1
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o’er the land of the free and the home of the brave!

Words: Francis Scott Key(1779-1843) Music: National Anthem, source unknown, ca. 18™ cent.
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