St. Peter’s Episcopal Church

22 N. Union St., Smyrna, Delaware

A Faith Community Offering Hospitality, Hope and Healing
A Church Worth Finding

Bulletin for Sunday, October 18, 2026
Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost
Rite II- Prayer A-9:00 am

"GIVE TO CAESAR
WHAT IS CAESAR'S,
AND TO GOD
WHAT IS GOD's."’

MATTHEW 22:21, NIV

Thank you for joining us for Worship!

Liturgy and Music through rite planning License SB157752, expires 4/30/2027
Podcasting and Music through One License A-736373, expires 8/26/2027
Images through Church Online Subscription, Account # 74074931

Church Office (302) 653-9691 — Hours: Mon &Fri Closed, Tues - Thurs - 9:00AM — 1:00PM
Email: Office: stpeters.smyrna@yverizon.net Rector: smyrnarector@gmail.com
www.stpeters-smyrna.church



Sunday, October 18, 2026

WORSHIP SERVERS:
Celebrant: Reverend Sarah Nelson
Musician: Ms. Bonnie W. Forgacs, Music Minister

Lay Server 9:00AM
Reader Patty Murray
Chalicer Harold Warnett
Ushers Mike & Kim Statham
PRAYERS FOR THIS WEEK

Anglican Cycle of Prayer: The Anglican Church of Canada

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: Immanuel Episcopal Church on the Green, New Castle
Parish Cycle of Prayer: Dorris Wheeler, and Pat & David Womelsdorf
Birthdays: Leroy Brown, Melody Richards and Christine Shultz

Aumbry Candle

To the Glory of God and in Memory of Betty Schultz
By: The Decker Family
Altar Flowers
Given to the Glory of God and in Celebration of Melody Richard’s Birthday.

By: Shirley and JR

Vestry

2026 Officers Members:

Shirley Biddle, Sr. Warden 2023-2025 2024-2026 2025-2027
Wayne Burris, Jr. Warden Harold Warnett  Patty Murray Larry Decker
Temple Carter, Treasurer Dawn Adams Shirley Biddle Ray DePhillis

Lisa Embert, Secretary Wayne Burris Dawn Arnold



THE HOLY EUCHARIST: Rite Two
PRELUDE: "Breathe on Me, Breath of God ", John Barr (b. 1938)

PROCESSIONAL HYMN: Praise to the living God (Leoni) (H 372)
Sing verses 1, 3 and 4
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1 Praise to the liv - ing God! All prais - ed be his Name
Semdemess - less, all love - ly forms de - clare his love - li - ness;
3 His Spi - rit flow - eth free, high surg - ing where it will:

4 E - ter - nal Ilife hath he im - plant - ed in the soul;
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emppp— 1y, no ho - Ii - ness of earth can his ex - press.
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his love shall be our strength and stay while a - ges roll.
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The one e - ter-nal God ere aught that mnow ap - pears:
amlsgpm— he is Lord of all. Cre - a - tion speaks his praise,
Es - tab-lished is |his law, and change - less it shall stand,
Praise to the liv - ing God! All prais - ed be  his Name
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the first, the last, be - yond all thought his time - less years!
i — ev - ery-where a - bove, be - low, his will o - beys.
deep writ up - on the bu - man heart, on sea, on land.
who was, and is, and is to be, for ay the same,.
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Words: Medieval Jewish liturgy; tr Max Landsberg (1845-1928) and Newton M. Mann (1836-1926). Music: Leoni, Hebrew
melody; harm. Hymns Ancient and Modern, 1875, alt.



THE WORD OF GOD

OPENING ACCLAMATION
The people standing, the Celebrant says

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.
Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your
glory among the nations: Preserve the works of your mercy, that
your Church throughout the world may persevere with steadfast
faith in the confession of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

The Lessons

FIRST READING: Isaiah 45:1-7
The people sit.

A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

"Thus says the LorD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I
have grasped to subdue nations before him and strip kings of their



robes, to open doors before him—and the gates shall not be closed:
“*I will go before you and level the mountains, I will break in pieces
the doors of bronze and cut through the bars of iron, °I will give
you the treasures of darkness and riches hidden in secret places,
so that you may know that it is I, the LorD, the God of Israel, who
call you by your name. “For the sake of my servant Jacob, and
Israel my chosen, I call you by your name, I surname you, though
you do not know me. °I am the LorD, and there is no other; besides
me there is no god. I arm you, though you do not know me, °so
that they may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west,
that there is no one besides me; I am the LoRrD, and there is no
other. ’I form light and create darkness, I make weal and create
woe; I the LorD do all these things.”

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 96:1-9 [10-13]

Remain seated.

!Sing to the LORD a new song; *
sing to the Lorp, all the whole earth.

’Sing to the LorD and bless his Name; *
proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day.

*Declare his glory among the nations *
and his wonders among all peoples.

“For great is the LorD and greatly to be praised; *
he is more to be feared than all gods.

°As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; *
but it is the LorD who made the heavens.

°0Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! *
Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary!

’Ascribe to the LorD, you families of the peoples; *
ascribe to the Lorp honor and power.

®Ascribe to the LorD the honor due his Name; *
bring offerings and come into his courts.



Worship the LorDp in the beauty of holiness; *
let the whole earth tremble before him.

0Tell it out among the nations: “The LoRrD is King! *
he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; he
will judge the peoples with equity.”

'Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;
let the sea thunder and all that is in it; * let the field be
joyful and all that is therein.

“Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy before the
LorRD when he comes, * when he comes to judge the earth.

*He will judge the world with righteousness *
and the peoples with his truth.]

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
The people sit.

A Reading from Paul's First letter to the Church in Thessalonika.

'Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians
in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:

Grace to you and peace. “We always give thanks to God for all of
you and mention you in our prayers, constantly ‘remembering
before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and
steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. “For we know,
brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you,
°because our message of the gospel came to you not in word only,
but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction;
just as you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you
for your sake. °And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for
in spite of persecution you received the word with joy inspired by
the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all the believers
in Macedonia and in Achaia. ®For the word of the Lord has sounded
forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place
your faith in God has become known, so that we have no need to
speak about it. °For the people of those regions report about us
what kind of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to
God from idols, to serve a living and true God, ‘“and to wait for his



Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who
rescues us from the wrath that is coming.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

SEQUENCE HYMN: Before the Lord's eternal throne (Winchester New) (H

391)
Sing verses 1, 3 and 5
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Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748), alt.; para. of Psalm 100 Music: Winchester New, melody from Musicalishes Hand-Buch, 1690;
harm. William Henry Monk (1823-1889)



GOSPEL: Matthew 22:15-22

All stand.

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to
Matthew.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

>Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he
said. '°So they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians,
saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way
of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for
you do not regard people with partiality. *’Tell us, then, what you
think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” ‘*But Jesus,
aware of their malice, said, "Why are you putting me to the test,
you hypocrites? ‘“Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they
brought him a denarius. “°Then he said to them, “Whose head is
this, and whose title?” “'They answered, “"The emperor’s.” Then he
said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor the things that are
the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” *?When they
heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went away.

Priest The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON




THE NICENE CREED
All stand.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the
Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and
the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken
through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the
world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
All remain standing.

Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly
serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and
Sacraments.



We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of
the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.

The People may add their own petitions.

CONFESSION OF SIN
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Minister and People

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and
by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we
humbly repent.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through
our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the
power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.



THE HOLY COMMUNION

ANNOUNCEMENTS
STEWARDSHIP SPEAKER- MIKE STATHAM

OFFERTORY SENTENCE

CHOIR ANTHEM: May The Words Of My Mouth, Words by Joseph M.
Martin (BMI). Based on Psalm 19:14. Music by Brad Nix (ASCAP)

OFFERTORY PRESENTATION HYMN (10:30AM) FROM ALL THAT
DWELL BELOW THE SKIES (OLD 100TH) VERSE 3

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The People remain standing.

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to
give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

For you are the source of light and life; you made us in your image,
and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing
this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

SANCTUS § 130 Holy, holy, holy (Schubert/Proulx)

n_|

Ho - ly, ho - 1y, ho - 1y Lord, God of power and
TT'—A—J |A J |4 J- T A T -QL J' T '-'ll L
S e — 1 — 1 |

' ' i f F f T I



F

Z

ho ly, ho ly Lord,
ba

ly,

Ho

might,

<

7

d

A

3=

y Cul

P2

192

0
YT
.4

[ fan)

are

earth

hea -ven and

of power and might,

God

&)

F LEEpan

ry. Ho

your glo

of

full

full,

|
FeT

&)=

7~

0O
T
2~
S

Ho san na

est.

the high

in

J <

PeT >

&)
7

comes

is he who

ed

Bless

est.

high

the

in

«

=
i

128 =
i
[

i

g T >
WV .
fanY
V.2
3

San

Ho

name of the Lord.

the

in

—

(]

91

o1 ¥

&)

7~

est.

high

the

in

Ho - san - na

est.

high

the

in

[ )
If)

7
-

&3
y O3

(]

[ X0

N

Setting: From deutsche Messe, Franz Peter Schubert (1797-1828); arr. Richard Proulx (b.1937).



Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for
yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to
evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only
and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one
of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in
obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord
Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “"Take, eat: This is
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “"Drink this, all of you: This is
my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death,
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body
and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending
life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy
Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at
the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal
kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with
him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory
is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.



THE LORD’S PRAYER
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Gifts of God for the People of God.
COMMUNION HYMN' O for a closer walk with God (Caithness) (H 684)
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Words: William Cowper (1731-1800), alt. Music: Caithness, from The Psalmes of David in Prose and Meeter, 1635; harm. The
English Hymnal, 1906.



POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

After Communion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted
us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of
his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

BLESSING

RECESSIONAL HYMN: God of our fathers, whose almighty hand
(National Hymn) (H 718)—Sing verses 1, 2 and 4
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Words: Daniel Crane Roberts (1841-1907). Music: National Hymn, George William Warren (1828-1902).

DISMISSAL

Celebrant
People

POSTLUDE: March, George Frideric Handel

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.




