St. Peter’s Episcopal Church

22 N. Union St., Smyrna, Delaware

A Faith Community Offering Hospitality, Hope and Healing
A Church Worth Finding

Bulletin for Sunday, October 25, 2026
Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost
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Thank you for joining us for Worship!

Liturgy and Music through rite planning License SB157752, expires 4/30/2027
Podcasting and Music through One License A-736373, expires 8/26/2027
Images through Church Online Subscription, Account # 74074931

Church Office (302) 653-9691 — Hours: Mon &Fri Closed, Tues - Thurs - 9:00AM — 1:00PM
Email: Office: stpeters.smyrna@verizon.net Rector: smyrnarector@gmail.com
www.stpeters-smyrna.church



Sunday, October 25, 2026

WORSHIP SERVERS:
Celebrant: The Reverend Sarah Nelson
Musician: Ms. Bonnie W. Forgacs, Music Minister

Lay Server 9:00AM
Reader Teri Anderson
Chalicer Paul Buckley
Ushers Harold Warnett and Kenny Correll
PRAYERS FOR THIS WEEK

Anglican Cycle of Prayer: The Church of the Province of Central Africa
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: St. Barnabas’ Church, Wilmington

Parish Cycle of Prayer: John & Jane Woodall and Kathy Young
Birthdays: Susan Burris and WillElla Jackson

Aumbry Candle

To the Glory of God and in Memory of Betty Schultz
By: The Decker Family

Altar Flowers

Given to the Glory of God and in Memory of Betty Schultz.
By: The Decker Family

Vestry

2026 Officers Members:

Shirley Biddle, Sr. Warden 2023-2025 2024-2026 2025-2027
Wayne Burris, Jr. Warden Harold Warnett  Patty Murray Larry Decker
Temple Carter, Treasurer Dawn Adams Shirley Biddle Ray DePhillis

Lisa Embert, Secretary Wayne Burris Dawn Arnold



THE HOLY EUCHARIST: Rite Two
PRELUDE: Sonata in a, Francisco Gasparini. Edited by Charles Callahan, ASCAP

PROCESSIONAL HYMN: A/l hail the power of Jesus' Name (Coronation) (H 450)
Sing verses 1,2 and 3
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1 i - a - dem, and Crown him Lo ol all!
2 pain ye trod, and crown him Lord of  all
3 Man di - wvine, and Crown him Lord of all!
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Words: Edward Perronet (1726-1792), alt. Music: Coronation, Oliver Holden (1765-1844), alt.; desc. Michael E. Young (b. 1939).

THE WORD OF GOD

OPENING ACCLAMATION
The people standing, the Celebrant says

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.
Amen.

Celebrant and people say

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Celebrant and people say

Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith,
hope, and charity; and, that we may obtain what you promise,
make us love what you command; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.



THE LESSONS

FIRST READING: Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18
The people sit.

A Reading from the book of Leviticus.

The LorD spoke to Moses, saying: °Speak to all the congregation of the
people of Israel and say to them: You shall be holy, for I the LorD your
God am holy. *>You shall not render an unjust judgment; you shall not
be partial to the poor or defer to the great: with justice you shall judge
your neighbor. ®You shall not go around as a slanderer among your
people, and you shall not profit by the blood of your neighbor: I am the
LorD. !’You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin; you shall
reprove your neighbor, or you will incur guilt yourself. 8You shall not
take vengeance or bear a grudge against any of your people, but you
shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LoRrbD.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 1

Remain seated.

Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, *
nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the
scornful!

°Their delight is in the law of the LorD, *
and they meditate on his law day and night.

3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due
season, with leaves that do not wither; *
everything they do shall prosper.

41t is not so with the wicked; *
they are like chaff which the wind blows away.

>Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, *
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.

5For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, *
but the way of the wicked is doomed.



SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8
The people sit.

A Reading from Paul's First letter to the Church in Thessalonika.

You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was
not in vain, 2but though we had already suffered and been shamefully
mistreated at Philippi, as you know, we had courage in our God to
declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great opposition. 3For our
appeal does not spring from deceit or impure motives or trickery, “but
just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the message
of the gospel, even so we speak, not to please mortals, but to please
God who tests our hearts. *As you know and as God is our witness, we
never came with words of flattery or with a pretext for greed; ®nor did
we seek praise from mortals, whether from you or from others, “though
we might have made demands as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle
among you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own children. 8So deeply
do we care for you that we are determined to share with you not only
the gospel of God but also our own selves, because you have become
very dear to us.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.




SEQUENCE HYMN: Before thy throne, O God, we kneel (St. Petersburg) (H
574)—Sing verses 1 and 2
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Words: William Boyd Carpenter (1841-1918), alt. Music: St Petersburg, Dimitri S. Bortniansky (1751-1825)



GOSPEL: Matthew 22:34-46
All stand.

Reader A reading from the Gospel of Matthew

34When the Pharisees heard that [Jesus] had silenced the Sadducees,
they gathered together, 3°and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a
question to test him. 3" Teacher, which commandment in the law is the
greatest?” 3’He said to him, ™ “You shall love the Lord your God with all
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38This is the
greatest and first commandment. 3°And a second is like it: ‘You shall
love your neighbor as yourself.’ 490n these two commandments hang all
the law and the prophets.” “*Now while the Pharisees were gathered
together, Jesus asked them this question: ***What do you think of the
Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of David.” *He
said to them, “How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord,
saying,*"The Lord said to my Lord,"Sit at my right hand, until I put your
enemies under your feet”’? 4°If David thus calls him Lord, how can he
be his son?” °No one was able to give him an answer, nor from that day
did anyone dare to ask him any more questions.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

THE SERMON

THE NICENE CREED
All stand.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with
the Father. Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin
Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.



On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the
Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the
Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world
to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

All remain standing.

Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church;

That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve
ou;

}l/'hat your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and

Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the

world;

That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.

The People may add their own petitions.



CONFESSION OF SIN
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Minister and People

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what
we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly
repent.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

THE HOLY COMMUNION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

OFFERTORY SENTENCE




CONGREGATIONAL ANTHEM: Immortal, invisible, God only wise (St. Denio) (H

423)
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Words: Walter Chalmers Smith (1824-1908), alt. Music: St. Denio, Welsh hymn, from Caniadau y Cyssegr, 1839
adapt. John Roberts (1822-1877); harm. The English Hymnal, 1906, alt.
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OFFERTORY PRESENTATION HYMN (10:30AM) FROM ALL THAT
DWELL BELOW THE SKIES (OLD 100TH) VERSE 3

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The People remain standing.

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

For you are the source of light and life; you made us in your image, and
called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to
proclaim the glory of your Name:

SANCTUS § 130 Holy, holy, holy (Schubert/Proulx)
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Setting: From deutsche Messe, Franz Peter Schubert (1797-1828); arr. Richard Proulx (b.1937).

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself;
and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death,
you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to
share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to
you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in
obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus
Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it,



and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which
is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks,
he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of
the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance
of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice
of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and
ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and
Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in
him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament,
and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring
us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him,
and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Gifts of God for the People of God.



COMMUNION HYMN: Lord, enthroned in heavenly splendor (Bryn
Calfaria) (H 307)
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2  how. Thou art here, we ask  not how.
3 them. We in wor - ship join with them.
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5 fied! Risen, a - scend - ed, glo - ri - fied!
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Words: George Hugh Bourne (1840-1925), alt. Music: Bryn Calfaria, melody William Owen (1813-1893); harm. Christian Hymns, 1977.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

After Communion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.

Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us
as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you
have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and
Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and
singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING



RECESSIONAL HYMN: Rise up, ye saints of God (Festal Song) (H 551)
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Words: William Pierson Merrill (1867-1954), alt. Music: Festal Song, William H. Walter (1825-1893)

DISMISSAL
Celebrant
People

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: Postlude in F, Charles Callahan, ASCAP
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